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Amendments To The Claims: 

1. (Currently Amended) Ap^u, ft, funning a ste * of ■ po l ymu m rtnml, th e process 

comprising the steps of: 

a) forming a generally tubular stent of said polymer material; 

b) radially expanding the stent to produce an expanded diameter stent; and then, 

c) annealing the expanded diameter stent to shrink its diameter to a reduced diameter, 
wherein the steps a) - c) are all performed prior to deployment of the stent in a body. 

2. (Currently Amended) A process as in claim 1 further comprising at least one time 
repeating steps b) and c) in sequence on said stent. 

3. (Original) A process as in claim 1 wherein in step a) the stent is formed by molding 
the polymer material. 

4. (Original) A process as in claim 3 wherein the polymer material is thermoplastic. 

5. (Original) A process as in claim 4 wherein the polymer material is biodegradable. 

6. (Original) A process as in claim 1 wherein the polymer material is selected from the 
group consisting of P oly(alpha-hydroxy acid), polylactic acid-polyethylene oxide copolymers; 
modified cellulose; collagen or other connective proteins; adhesive proteins; hyaluronic acid; 
polyanhydrides; polyphosphoesters; P oly(amino acids); copolymers thereof; and mixtures of any 
of said materials. 

7. (Original) A process as in claim 6 wherein the polymer material is a 
poly(alpha-hydroxy acid) selected from the group consisting of homopolymers and copolymers 
'of polylactide (PLA), poly-L-lactide (PLLA), poly-D-lactide (PDLA), polyglycolide (PGA), 
polydioxanone, polycaprolactone, poly(hydroxybutyrate), polygluconate, and mixtures thereof. 

8. (Original) A process as in claim 1 wherein the step b) is performed at a temperature 
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below the glass transition temperature of the polymer material. 

9. (Original) A process as in claim 8 wherein the step b) is performed at room 
temperature. 

10. (Original) A process as in claim 1 wherein the step c) is performed at a temperature 
above the glass transition temperature of the polymer material. 

1 1 . (Original) A process as in claim 10 wherein the step c) is performed at a temperature 
within the range of about 90°C to about 1 50°C. 

12 - 14. (Cancelled) 

15. (Currently Amended) A p iuu^ j f o r form ing a t ub u h .- uiL i u k u r a polym eria 

m aterial, tbo process comprising the steps of: 

a) forming a generally tubular article of said polymeric material; 

b) radially expanding the article to produce an expanded diameter article; and then, 

c) annealing the expanded diameter article to shrink its diameter to a reduced diameter, 
wherein the steps a) - c) are all performed prior to deployment of me tubular article in a body, 
and wherein at least one time steps b) and c) are repeated in sequence on said tubular article . 

16. (Original) A medical device adapted for body lumen navigation and/or treatment 
produced by the process of claim 15. 

i 

17. (Currently Amended) A pre^es.nfei^mgH^^ 
material, the process comprising the steps of: 

a) forming a generally tubular article of said polymeric material; 

b) radially expanding the article to produce an expanded diameter article; and then, 

c) annealing the expanded diameter article to shrink its diameter to a reduced diameter, 
'wherein the steps a) - c) are all performed prior to deployment of the tubular article in abody, 
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and wherein the polymer material is a biodegradable polymer. 

1 8. (Currently Amended) A process as in claim 17 wherein at least one time steps b) 
and c) are repeated in sequence pn.said tubular article. 

19. (Original) A process as in claim 17 wherein the polymer material is selected from the 
group consisting of poly(alpha-hydroxy acid), polylactic acid-polyethylene oxide copolymers; 
modified cellulose; collagen or other connective proteins; adhesive proteins; hyaluronic acid; 
polyanbydrides; polyphosphoesters; poly(amino acids); copolymers thereof, and mixtures of any 
of said materials. 

20. (Original) A medical device adapted for body lumen navigation and/or treatment 
produced by the process of claim 17. 

21 . (Currently Amended) A process for forming a stent of a p o lymeric material, fee 
process comprising the steps of: 

a) forming a tube of said polymeric material; 

b) radially expanding the tube to produce an expanded diameter tube; 

c) annealing the expanded diameter tube to shrink its diameter to a reduced diameter; 

and subsequently 

d) forming a stent from the annealed tube, 

wherein the steps a) - d) are all performed prior to deployment of the stent in a body. 

22. (Currently Amended) A process as in claim 21 wherein the steps b) and c) are 

repeated at least once on said tube before step d) is performed, 

i 

23 . (Original) A process as in claim 2 1 wherein in step d) the stent is formed by 
machining or etching the reduced diameter tube obtained from step c). 

i 

24. (Previously Presented) A process as in claim 1 wherein in step a) a pattern of 
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25. (Canceled) 


26. (New) A process comprising the steps of. 

a) forming a generally tubular article; 

b) radially expanding the tubular article to produce an expanded diameter tubular article; 
and 

c) annealing the expanded diameter tubular article to shrink its diameter to a reduced 
diameter, 

the process further comprising 

d) forming the tubular article as a stent with a pattern of perforations therein. 

27. (New) A process as in claim 26 wherein the tubular article formed with said pattern of 
perforations before said radially expanding step b). 

28. (New) A process as in claim 26 wherein the tubular article formed with said pattern of 
perforations after said annealing step c). 

29. (New) A process as in claim 26 further comprising at least one time repeating 
steps b) and c) on said tubular article. 


30. (New) A process as in 

thennoplastic polymer material. 


claim 26 wherein the tubular article is formed of 


3 1 . (New) A process as m 

below the glass transition temperature of the polymer material 


claim 30 wherein the step b) is performed at a temperature 


32. (New) A process as in 

{biodegradable polymer material. 


claim 26 wherein the tubular article is made of 


PAGE 6110 1 RCVD AT 4123/2007 2:42:47 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/6 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID:952 563 3009 * DURATION (mm-ss):01-54 


